CITY OF STILWELL
Regular Meeting – May 5, 2014
Stilwell Community Building – 6th & Poplar

6:00 p.m.

Roll Call Mayor Ronnie Trentham called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and asked the Clerk-Treasurer to call the roll: Alex Mink – present, Jean Wright – present, Norman Isaacs – present, John Sharp – NOT PRESENT, Jim Spray – present, Mayor Trentham – present, City Attorney Joe Adair – present, and City Clerk-Treasurer Shelldon Miggletto – present.  Also in attendance were 36 guests.

Mayor’s Comments Friday was “The Big Event” which is the 1st year of what we hope will be an annual day of service.  This student lead volunteer effort was a great day of service to our community.  Thanks to all the students, sponsors and donors that made it possible.  
Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of minutes of Rescheduled Regular Meeting April 7, 2014.
2. Approval of requisitions in the sum of $6,390.00.

3. Approval of blanket purchase orders in the sum of $42,500.00.

4. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $131,594.93 Fund 10.

5. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $857.42 Fund 13.

6. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $3,598.12 Fund 17.

7. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $110,922.95 Fund 20.
8. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $2,591.14 Fund 90.

9. Approval of April 2014 payroll in the sum of $265,539.16. 
A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to approve the consent agenda. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
Regular Agenda
1. Discussion only regarding funding for FY 2014-15 budget for Stilwell Public Library. Grace Ferris spoke on behalf of the Stilwell Public Library Friends Society. She said they have raised over $143,000 to date and with the city funds of $26,800 the total available for the new children’s wing is right at $169,800. The group feels they have hit a ceiling with fund raising and they are concerned with the increasing cost of construction.  The project would address the existing building with regard to the roof and siding as well as add square footage to the building.  The new children’s wing would enable the existing foot print of the building to expand offering to adults and teens.  They asked that the council consider budgeting a sum of money that would enable the library to build this next year.  NO ACTION TAKEN
2. Discussion with possible decision to co-sponsor 2014 Fireworks show with Stilwell Kiwanis in an amount not to exceed $3,250.00. Clerk-Treasurer Miggletto said that Kiwanis President Dan Collins had a conflict in his schedule and could not attend the meeting.  Miggletto said that the amount is consistent with last year’s appropriation and was the same as would be budgeted.  A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by Alex Mink to approve the co-sponsorship. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
3. Discussion with possible decision approving resolution 05-05-2014 adopting 5 year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP 2010 14263 CDBG). Jennifer Phipps representing EODD (Eastern Oklahoma Development District) informed the council of the progress made in the multi-year project. She said the comprehensive tool would help with future grant applications and would serve as a guide tool for future budgeting of capital projects.  The plan was a result of the local LPAC committee which was Julie Hudgins, Alex Mink and Shelldon Miggletto.  She said that this plan should be easy to update every 3 to 5 years as needed to reflect the continued needs of the city.  A motion was made by Alex Mink seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the resolution adopting the 5 year capital improvement plan CIP 2010 14263 CDBG. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
4. Discussion with possible decision to approve closeout documents for 14263 CDBG CIP 2010.  Mrs. Phipps said this was procedure to closeout the grant. A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the closeout documents for 14263 CDBG CIP 2010. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes 
5. Discussion with possible decision to authorize the mayor to execute all application and/or grant related documents for 14263 CDBG CIP 2010. A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to authorize the mayor to execute all documents associated with CDBG CIP 2010 14263. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
6. Discussion with possible decision to confirm mayoral appointment of Marilyn Hill-Russell to the Stilwell Municipal Utility Board – Board Member No. 1 for a five year term beginning June 1, 2014. Councilman Isaacs asked if the utility board had made a recommendation. Mayor Trentham said that they did recommend the re-appointment of Bill Rodenbeck but he stated once again that he doesn’t think that appointment to a board should be a lifetime appointment and that vesting the knowledge in a few citizens was not the best business decision in his opinion. Councilman Isaacs said he received a letter where the board unanimously supported re-appointment of Rodenbeck. Utility board member Bill Garrett said that while he voted to recommend Rodenbeck he did not want to leave the impression that he wanted to bypass the mayor. Councilman Isaacs added that the council had to approve the appointment.  Councilwoman Wright said the city charter is very clear that the mayor appoints and the council confirms. She said the tradition as she understood it was that the utility board makes a recommendation and that is usually for the person currently holding the seat.  She said that she found no fault in the mayor’s appointment. Therefore, she feels that she must respect his position and right to make the appointment.  A motion was made by Jean Wright seconded by Jim Spray to confirm the mayoral appointment of Marilyn Hill-Russell to the Stilwell Municipal Utility Board.  Alex – No, Jean – yes, Norman – No, Jim – yes.  A tied occurred and Mayor Trentham voted yes – Motion Carries
7. Discussion only regarding the GRDA Customer Group and economic development activities and local representative Julie Hudgins. Hudgins said that GRDA recently approved two (2) contracts with firms aimed at supporting member cities with resources to enhance economic development specifically for industrial and retail development.  She said the service is paid using rate payer funds so there would be no additional cost to the city. Mayor Trentham said this dove tailed into a project that his office was working on to be able to present a power point of Stilwell to the Department of Commerce or any other entity that was interested in development in and around Stilwell.  NO ACTION TAKEN
8. Discussion with possible decision to hire Mike Green for the FY 2014 financial audit. A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to approve the hiring of Mike Green for the FY 2014 audit. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
9. Discussion with possible decision authorizing the mayor and/or street commissioner to waive fees for removal of tree and other vegetation debris following storms. Councilwoman Wright said she received several calls after the last storm. Many were elderly residents who were not able to cut the debris to the currently required four (4) foot lengths. Also, some were not able to get larger debris to the street. She said some were not financially able to hire someone to cut and/or remove the debris.  She said some type of temporary waiver after a storm would be appreciated by most residents.  Mayor Trentham said it may necessitate going on private property to retrieve the debris but that would be occasional and infrequent.  A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by Norman Isaacs to authorize the mayor and/or street commissioner to waive fees for removal of storm debris for a limited period after storms. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
10. Discussion with possible decision regarding the posted “No Parking” signs on North 7th Street. Mayor Trentham said he received a call from a resident on this street.  Currently, there is no parking allowed on one side of 7th Street. He said this dated back to when a volunteer fireman who lived at the end of this street was often times blocked into his driveway and could not respond to fire emergencies.  Since that time however the fireman has moved away and that is no longer an issue. He asked Code Enforcement Officer Terry Butler and Police Chief Chad Smith their opinion. Butler said that mail service would be complicated if on street parking was allowed. Also, he said that fire and EMS would still struggle due to the width of the street. Smith agreed. Councilman Mink said it may satisfy the residents to post no parking on both sides of the street.  A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Alex Mink to post both sides of 7th Street as “No Parking”. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
11. Discussion with possible decision regarding a city ordinance establishing minimum standards for commercial/business property appearance, upkeep and repair. Councilwoman Wright said several have commented to her about vacant and un-kept business properties around town.  It is better after the recent clean up effort. She would like to discuss an ordinance to regulate the issue. She said other towns she visit have clean and neat down town areas. One citizen commented that at least one business location is rented as a write-off and they don’t intend to open the location but rather have chosen to use it as storage. Terry Butler asked if the council was ready to make people mad. Councilwoman Wright said she wanted to do what was best for Stilwell. Citizen Faye Dodwell said several people commented on the empty business buildings. Citizen Barbara Brown said she came here from Iowa and noticed no flowers and poor sidewalks. She said this affects older citizens especially.  NO ACTION TAKEN
12. Discussion with possible decision regarding business licensing/occupational permitting including the establishment of fees. Councilwoman Wright said most businesses have business licenses that renew each calendar year. If they are a non-sales tax generating business in Stilwell they currently don’t have to do anything but set up shop. Councilman Isaacs asked if it would be for all businesses or just non-sales tax generating businesses. Councilwoman Wright said she supported if for non-sales tax generating businesses for sure. She said currently there is no way of knowing how many businesses and what variety is operating in the city limits. Councilman Spray said service businesses have historically exempted service businesses from the collection and payment of sales tax.  He recommended that they approach the issue with utmost regard for Oklahoma Tax Commission regulations.  NO ACTION TAKEN
***A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to enter into executive session at 6:52 p.m. ***  Alex –yes, Jean –yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
***A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by Norman Isaacs to come out of executive session at 7:41 p.m. *** Alex–yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
13. Discussion with possible decision to hire two seasonal workers for Street Department. (possible executive session Title 25. O.S. Section 307 B1). A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by Norman Isaacs to authorize Pete Long to hire 2 seasonal employees with sign memorandum of understanding. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
14. Discussion with possible decision regarding the tort claim of Larry Tatum. (possible executive session Title 25 O.S. Section 307 B4). A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to deny the tort claim of Larry Tatum. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes 
15. Discussion with possible decision regarding the purchase of real property for Stilwell City Cemetery expansion. (possible executive session Title 25 O.S. Section 307 B3).  A motion was made by Alex Mink seconded by Norman Isaacs to authorize the mayor and city attorney to negotiate a contract for the purchase of the property subject to soil testing. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
16. Discussion with possible decision to contract with or appoint a prosecuting attorney for the city and fixing compensation. (possible executive session Title 25 O.S. Section 307 B1). A motion was made by Alex Mink seconded by Norman Isaacs to advertise for 2 weeks and bring back to the next meeting. Alex – yes, Jean – yes, Norman – yes, Jim – yes
17. Consideration, discussion and possible approval regarding any matter not known about or which could have not reasonably been foreseen prior to the time of posting (Title 25, O.S. Sec. 311.)   NONE
Other Business   NONE
Citizen Input
Citizen Martha Gore said inspections of businesses and registration of those businesses should be entertained. If people have to get yard sale permits they can get accustomed to getting business licenses as well.  Citizen Shawn Wright said the city had an overriding public interest in providing safe businesses to the city.  Citizen Barbara Brown said it would also let us know they are here doing business.
Adjournment A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Alex Mink to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 p.m. Alex –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim  – yes
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_______________________________

Ronnie Trentham, Mayor


Shelldon Miggletto, City Clerk/Treasurer
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