CITY OF STILWELL

Special Meeting – Monday, December 21, 2009

Stilwell Community Building – 6th Street & Poplar

6:00 p.m.

Roll Call Mayor Collins called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked Councilman Isaacs to open the meeting with prayer. Mayor Collins asked the Clerk-Treasurer to call the roll: Jim Hummingbird – present, Dean Thomas – present, Norman Isaacs – present, John Sharp – present, Jim Spray – present, Mayor Collins – present, City Attorney Joe Adair – present, and City Clerk-treasurer Shelldon Miggletto – present.  Also in attendance were 3 guests
Agenda

1. Discussion and decision regarding negotiation and or acceptance of  counter-offer from Cookson Hills Community Action board for purchase of old utility offices building and land (possible executive session, 12 O.S. Sec. B3). Cleon Harrell Executive Director for Cookson Hills Community Action presented the council with an appraisal of the subject property performed by Ted Eversoll. The appraisal estimated the value at $210,000. Mr. Harrell said this was derived from the sale of local commercial properties within the past 18 months. Operating since 1968 as a 501 (c)(3) organization, CHCA employees 375+ people throughout their service area. He said some employees would be hired as a result of the move. Mr. Harrell explained that CHCA would locate their offices here in Stilwell to make it easier for Adair County residents to benefit from the many services CHCA offered. He said they are currently discussing a daycare center in part of the building primarily for the employees of Mrs. Smith’s. He explained this could improve employee tardiness, absenteeism, and help the overall operation of the plant. He said this would be of tremendous benefit to the community. If the management of the plant is happy, the likelihood of the plant continuing operation would increase. Mayor Collins said he would like to see the jobs brought to Stilwell. Councilman Sharp asked City Attorney Joe Adair his advice about a state statute that he sent to Adair earlier. Adair said he didn’t think the statute would affect this transaction. Adair had spoken with the city attorney for Oklahoma City about the matter. He said he didn’t know of any state law that would prevent the sale at the price offered. Since two appraisals with different values were presented the council may have a potential liability with regards to a taxpayer lawsuit. CHCA Board Member Sam Chandler said that during his 12 years on the board he has seen the cream of the crop of this organization went to Tahlequah and Stilwell got the leftovers. CHCA has to vacate their current building by Dec. 31, 2009 so they need to move quickly or find another location. Councilman Hummingbird asked if CHCA had a place to store their stuff until this transaction was concluded. Harrell said they want CHCA to have this property if they need additional time.
***A motion was made by Jim Spray seconded by John Sharp to enter into executive session at 6:36 p.m. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
***A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to come out of executive session at 6:49 p.m. *** Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to accept the offer from Cookson Hills Community Action of $210,000 with CHCA paying closing costs up to $2,500.00. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
2. Discussion with possible action regarding adoption of Citizen Participation Plan for CDBG project. Clerk-Treasurer Miggletto said that in order to apply for the CDBG grant the plan presented needed to be approved.  A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Hummingbird to adopt the Citizen Participation Plan for CDBG 2010 as presented. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
3. Discussion with possible action to consider Resolution to Apply for CDBG grant. Miggletto said this resolution was also a part of the application process for CDBG. A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the resolution as presented. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
4. Discussion with possible action to consider adopting Resolution committing local funds and labor/equipment as match. Miggletto explained that CDBG is a matching grant and the maximum award is $150,000. He said the purchase of real estate in the amount of $105,000 at 2nd & oak streets is most of the match but the city would need to commit another $45,000 in cash or in-kind labor such as the construction of the pad by the street department, etc. A motion was made by John Sharp seconded by Dean Thomas to commit local funds for the project. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
5. Discussion with possible action regarding authorizing Chief Elected Official to sign all application documents. A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to authorize Mayor James Collins to sign all forms and applications relating to the CDBG 2010 application. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
6. Discussion with possible action to consider agreement with agent to prepare application and administer if funded. Miggletto said the Department of Commerce allows up to 8% administration fee for CDBG Community Revitalization projects. He said that Julie Ferguson from Sallisaw may be able to administer the grant. If necessary Miggletto said he could administer.  A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the contracting with an agent to administer the grant if funded not to exceed 8% of the award. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
Adjournment  A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Dean Thomas to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p.m. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
___________________________________
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James Collins, Mayor
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