CITY OF STILWELL

Regular Meeting – Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Stilwell Community Building – 6th Street & Poplar

6:00 p.m.

Roll Call Mayor Collins called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and asked Councilman Isaacs to open the meeting with prayer. Mayor Collins asked the Clerk-Treasurer to call the roll: Jim Hummingbird – present, Dean Thomas – present, Norman Isaacs – present, John Sharp – present, Jim Spray – present, Mayor Collins – present, City Attorney Joe Adair – present, and City Clerk-treasurer Shelldon Miggletto – present.  Also in attendance were 14 guests
Mayors Comments No comments due to a long agenda.
Financial Report Clerk-Treasurer Miggletto said that it was a better month than July. General Fund revenues exceeded expenses by $17,255.64.
Consent Agenda

1. Approval of minutes of August 3, 2009, August 10, 2009 and August 14, 2009.

2. Approval of requisitions in the sum of $6,769.15, Fund 10.

3. Approval of blanket purchase orders in the sum of $46,320.00, Fund 10.

4. Approval of payment of claims in the sum of $149,739.22, Fund 10.

5. Approval of payment of payroll for August 2009 in the sum of $196,205.64, Fund 10.

A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Dean Thomas to approve the consent agenda as presented. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes. 
Regular Agenda

1. Discussion with possible decision regarding Art Floyd, City’s boundaries, streets and block numbers digitized into overall data base.- EODD. Art Floyd 911 Coordinator for EODD said that addressing is progressing and that the Utility Departments service addresses were being integrated into the mapping. He presented some digitized maps of part of the city. He asked if the city responded to calls or was there an agreement with the county to do that. No one knew of any agreement but it was determined that the county would still dispatch the calls. Floyd said some of the route addresses within the city limits would be changed to the street addresses many of which already exist as the utility service addresses.  NO ACTION TAKEN
2. Building Permits-------

1. Lance Fishinghawk- Storage Building 309 W. Locust

2. Harvey Hill-  Utility Building  1104 S. Third.

3. Brian Miggletto-Triplex on 315 W. Oak.
City code enforcer Terry Butler indicated that the projects looked to be in compliance.  A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Hummingbird to approve the permits. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes.
3. Property Clean Up-----

1. Raymond Lowrey, 13 S. Fifth

2. Susie Tatum,  Flint Street
Terry Butler said he has not been able to reach Mr. Lowery. The structure has mold growing inside the house. The doors were open and the roof was in poor shape.  Councilman Sharp asked City Attorney Joe Adair if the city could condemn, demolish and file a lien on the property for the cost of demolition. Adair asked for time to get with Butler to make sure all steps have been taken correctly before proceeding. Butler said all certified letters have been returned un-opened.  Susie Tatum has cleaned her property.  NO ACTION TAKEN

4. Discussion with possible decision regarding homeowner refuse removal. Alex Smith owns a vehicle off of 4th street that is inoperable. It is full of trash and debris and Mr. Smith said he can not be forced to clean up or remove the truck. Police Chief Dan Abbott said he needs direction from the council of which wrecker service to call if need be. Adair recommended an agenda item with more detail to address this specific matter. Abbott asked if a bid needed to be obtained from local wrecker services. Adair recommended taking no action.  NO ACTION TAKEN 
5. Discussion with possible decision regarding longevity pay for non FOP members. Councilman Isaacs said he felt all employees needed to be treated fairly. Mayor Collins said the year 1 costs would be over $47,200.00 Isaacs asked about 10 years rather than 5 years. Collins said it would cost less but still wouldn’t be equal to the FOP contract longevity at 5 years. Councilman Sharp expressed concern over every expenditure the city makes. Street Commissioner Pete Long said it was taxpayer money. He said he would rather have a job in 3 years rather than a small payment now if it meant people losing their jobs due to money problems. Ambulance Director Robby Latta said he thought the employees all deserved it and if the whole city couldn’t participate then he didn’t think anyone should have it. Councilman Hummingbird said that the FOP lodge knows that if the financial outlook of the city didn’t improve that the current contract may have to be amended. Hummingbird suggested each department head go to their employees and see if they would rather have longevity over the annual raises of $0.50 per hour.  Clerk-Treasurer Miggletto said that if expenditures kept increasing at the pace they are without the increase in revenues that the city may have to freeze wages without longevity.  THIS ITEM WAS TABLED. 
6. Discussion with possible decision  regarding closing of Division Street between 2nd and 3rd Street from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the Chamber of Commerce Chili Cook-Off on October 10, 2009. A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to approve the closing of Division from 2nd to 3rd as requested. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes.
7. Discussion with possible decision regarding abandoned vehicle at 415 W. Cedar. This was partially addressed in item #4. NO ACTION TAKEN
8. Discussion with possible decision regarding abandoned vehicle at 313 W. Chestnut. NO ACTION TAKEN
9. Discussion with possible decision to annex City Lake. Councilman Isaacs said he spoke with Utility Manager Mike Doublehead about annexing. He said the police can’t enforce ordinances and the city needs to protect its water source at all cost. Councilman Sharp said it had been discussed and asked attorney Adair if it was possible to annex. Adair said it was problematic as the lake was not adjacent to the city limits. Councilman Spray asked if we can enforce laws without being annexed. Adair asked for time to study the issue and see if any changes in state law have been made.  THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
10. Discussion with possible decision regarding cash bonds on fines. Councilman Isaacs asked if Adair had any information on this issue since last being discussed in August. Adair said the fine is separate issue from the bond. He explained that the bond is an assurance that the accused will appear in court.  The fine is the cost of the alleged illegal action. Adair said that it is the prerogative of the City Judge to assess cash bonds. The judge can not be forced by the city to require a bond in the form of cash. Councilman Sharp asked if there was a process to require the bondsman to forfeit the bond to the city. Adair said he didn’t think it was the answer to the problem but if they were interested he said the city could try it to see. Adair said until you have the support of the City Judge it probably wouldn’t succeed. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
11. Discussion with possible decision regarding contracting with American Municipal Services for the collection of outstanding police fines, fees, & ambulance run fees. Miggletto said that several collection companies had contacted the city since recent changes in Oklahoma laws dealing with collection of government debts.  Adair said that cooperation was needed by the judge in order to turn these matters to a collection company.  Miggletto said that the services would be free to the city as the debtors would be responsible for the collection fees.  Miggletto said this company was selected because of the methods they use and the way they remit funds to the city. Adair said the only thing that needed to be changed in the contract is that a general partner needed to sign and not the CFO of the company. A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Dean Thomas to approve. Abbott said he would ask the council to table the matter until we could check the references listed in the packet. Isaacs withdrew his motion. THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
12. Discussion with possible decision to award bid for Fire Department 1-ton flatbed truck. Miggletto said only one bid was received. Starr Motor Company bid $37,950.00.  Councilman Thomas asked if this was necessary. Fire Chief Bill Roedenbeck said this would replace a ¾ ton truck that is overloaded and dangerous to drive when fully loaded with equipment and water. Isaacs asked if we could haul more water in the new truck. Roedenbeck said the tank was going to be traded in for a larger tank. There will be no cost to the city but the end result is that more water will be hauled. A motion was made by Dean Thomas seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the purchase to be made from the capital improvement fund in the amount of $37,950.00. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes.
13. Discussion with possible decision to offer for sale the former Utility Department office at 4 East Walnut. Miggletto said the appraisal was not received in the office but the appraiser told him over the phone the property would be valued between $385,000 and $415,000. Mayor Collins said Jason Blake Plant Manager, Schwan’s did not foresee needing the building. Councilman Hummingbird asked if we needed to offer it to Schwan’s in writing. Adair said it would be a good idea to do so and allow them appropriate time to respond. A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to offer for sale subject to appraisal of $385,000 to $415,000 with first option to Schwan’s. Adair explained that it might be wise to get the appraisal and meet in executive session to discuss an asking price, etc.  He said a new agenda item needed to be worded to allow this.  Hummingbird withdrew his motion.  NO ACTION TAKEN 

14. Discussion with possible decision to advertise for vacant police officer position. Abbott said this is the replacement of Matt Vogle. Councilman Sharp asked if that (Vogle’s employment) was settled. Adair said the process is not complete.  A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Spray to advertise for a police officer. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes 

***A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to enter into executive session at 7:48 p.m.after a 10 minute break ***. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
***A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to come out of executive session at 8:50 p.m. *** Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
15. Discussion and possible decision to advertise for or seek an internal employee to fill the full-time animal control officer position. (possible executive session,  Title 25, O.S. Section 307, B2). THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
16. Discussion and possible decision to determine who will supervise the full-time animal control officer and the part-time animal control officer. (possible executive session,  Title 25, O.S. Section 307, B2). THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
17. Discussion and possible decision to privatize or contract the animal control function. (possible executive session,  Title 25, O.S. Section 307, B2). THIS ITEM WAS TABLED
18. Discussion and possible decision to hire an Accounts Payable Clerk. (possible executive session, Title 25, O.S. Section 307, B2). A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Dean Thomas to make an offer of employment to Rhonda Patterson as full-time Accounts Payable Clerk at a starting rate of $8.00 per hour. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
19. Consideration, discussion and possible approval regarding any matter not known about or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting (Title 25, O.S. Section 311.9).  Councilman Isaacs said the bridge on 4th street near Hwy 100 has sunk and needs repaired. Street Commissioner Pete Long said one side of the bridge was not packed good enough and needs to be replaced. A motion was made by Jim Hummingbird seconded by Norman Isaacs to approve the repair not to exceed $5,000 to be paid from the Street & Alley Fund.  Long asked if it could be taken from the REAP 09 grant. Councilman Hummingbird amended his motion to be paid from the REAP 09 street repair grant. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes
Other Business  There was none
Citizen Input (3 minutes)  There was none
Adjournment A motion was made by Norman Isaacs seconded by Jim Hummingbird to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 p.m. Jim H. – yes, Dean –yes, Norman – yes, John – yes, Jim S. – yes. 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
James Collins, Mayor



Shelldon Miggletto, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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